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yet sailed. Between these tributaries were immense stretches of forest
territory of which nothing whatever was known. Here and there
adventurous seekers after rubber had penetrated a few miles along
subsidiary streams, only to find further progress barred by dangerous
rapids and hostile Indians.
Many of the great tributaries in the southern basin of'the Amazon
were explored during the early years of the present century by that
famous Brazilian traveller, Colonel Rondon. Not only did he survey
them, but managed to make friends with the Indians. In 1913 he
accompanied Theodore Roosevelt, ex-President of the United States, on
a particularly daring journey/ in the hinterland of Brazil.
On the Paraguay River they were brought in contact with that remark-
able fish, the piranha, found in certain of the Amazon streams. Though
only eighteen inches long it is armed with formidable teeth and is very
ferocious. These fishes go about in shoals, and woe betide cattle and
* even human beings venturing into the water. Blood excites them to
madness. Believing there were no piranhas about, Rondon went for
a swim. It cost him a toe and severe bites on his thighs and hands,
ANIMAL   TERRORS   OF   THE   AMAZON
One of the terrors of travelling in the region of the Amazon is its
wild life. It seems to be imbued with a peculiar and terrifying ferocity.
The numerous rivers, marshes, and lagoons are the haunt of that dreaded
monster of the night, the anaconda. Colonel Fawcett records how he
killed one of these snakes on the Abuna River. It was coiled round
a tree with its tail in the water. It measured 48 ft. out of the water, and
he estimated there were another 17 ft. immersed. An anaconda killed
near Corumba measured 85 ft. in length.
Apart from the man-eating piranha there are the stinging-ray and the
electric eel. So powerful is the sting of the ray that it will pierce thick
leather, and natives and animals often die from the shock, while many
men who do not succumb are rendered lame for months. The electric
fish is capable of giving a shock, when touched, equivalent to 400 volts,
sufficient to incapacitate any man.
In the virgin forest poisonous snakes are as common as rats in a
disused warehouse. The forest is also the home of the savage jaguar,
puma and peccary. The latter is a small, hog-like creature, with tusks
like a wild boar. Peccaries hunt in packs and do not know what fear
is. Worse still are the insects. One, called piums, will attack hi thou-
sands and cover the victim with tiny blood-blisters. There are
mosquitoes so small that they will penetrate any net; moths and Sies that
ky their eggs under the skin, which becomes infested with maggots;
jiggers, which penetrate beneath the toe-nails; and ticks which burrow
and die under die skin. Then there are the ants. They are of all sizes,
and each variety has a different bite. The sting of the fire ant is worse
than a prick from a red-hot needle.
Crossing the Matto Grosso, the Roosevelt expedition reached the